Queensland Government

Cabinet – November 2019
Draft South East Queensland Koala Conservation Strategy 2019-2024, Draft Koala Conservation Plan Map and Nature Conservation and Other Legislation (Koala Protection) Amendment Regulation
Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Minister for Science and Minister for the Arts

1. In May 2018, the Queensland Government released its response to the Koala Expert Panel’s (the Panel) report Queensland Koala Expert Panel: A new direction for the conservation of koalas in Queensland.
2. The Panel’s report detailed six key recommendations and a number of supporting recommendations on the most appropriate and realistic actions to address the decline of koala populations in South East Queensland (SEQ). This included the identification of koala priority areas (KPAs) as part of a regional strategic approach to koala conservation. Stronger clearing controls and establishing connected priority areas for koala conservation were also recommended. The Government response accepted all of the Panel’s recommendations and supported the actions either fully or in-principle.
3. The Draft South East Queensland Koala Conservation Strategy 2019-2024 (the Strategy) has been developed in consultation with the Koala Advisory Council. The Strategy provides an overarching framework for the Queensland Government to implement the Panel’s recommendations. This includes detailed policy and management actions, with both short and long term measurable targets which will be complemented by ongoing monitoring.
4. The Government response included in-principle support for the Panel’s recommendation for Priority Areas for Koalas to provide for strategic prioritisation of areas for additional investment in habitat protection, restoration, offsets, management (including threat reduction) and coordination.
5. To give effect to the Koala Priority Areas, amendments are required to the Planning Regulation 2017, the Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2017 and the Environmental Offsets Regulation 2014, included in the Nature Conservation and Other Legislation (Koala Protection) Amendment Regulation.
6. The Koala Habitat Areas and Koala Priority Areas Map are outlined in the Draft Koala Conservation Plan Map.
7. Cabinet approved releasing the Draft South East Queensland Koala Conservation Strategy 2019‑2024 and the Draft Koala Conservation Plan Map for public consultation.
8. Cabinet endorsed the Nature Conservation and Other Legislation (Koala Protection) Amendment Regulation be recommended to the Governor in Council for approval.
9. Attachments
· Draft South East Queensland Koala Conservation Strategy 2019-2024
· Draft Koala Conservation Plan Map
· Nature Conservation and Other Legislation (Koala Protection) Amendment Regulation 2020
· Explanatory Notes
· Human Rights Certificate
